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WALMART AND SAM’S CLUBS LAUNCH CAMPAIGN FOR PEDIATRICS
Walmart and Sam’s Club Host Annual Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals Campaign

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. (May 2, 2011) – Walmart and Sam’s Clubs will continue their tradition of charity for Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals during their annual fundraising campaign from May 1 through June 13. Last year, the national six-week campaign surpassed the $15 million goal, raising $20 million to benefit children’s health. This year, Walmart hopes to surpass a nationwide $20 million goal.  In the Oklahoma City market, Walmart has been the leading CMN Hospitals sponsor since they began their support, raising almost $5 million for Children’s Hospital Foundation to date.

The local campaign will feature Miracle Balloon sales at every register and special store-wide activities by associates. All funds raised at these registers and events will benefit Oklahoma’s children.   The efforts of Walmart and Sam’s Club customers, members and associates go a long way to help better the lives of sick kids and families. 

Walmart has funded an endowed research chair, a cancer lab, and recently raised $1 million for pediatric programs for which they were recognized with the naming of the sixth floor of the new OU Children’s Physicians building, owned and operated by University Hospitals Authority and Trust. Walmart’s next fundraising goal is to raise $1 million to name the ninth floor. 

“People never know when it’s going to hit their family,” said Angee Chance, Walmart #1056 Associate.  “For some of the kids, this is their last chance, so that is why it is important to give to Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals during this campaign.  My grandson was sent from Philadelphia to OU Children’s because of Dr. JamesRoyall and his Cystic Fibrosis clinic.  It is the best in the country because of the funds from Children’s Hospital Foundation.”

For 24 years, Walmart has been a national sponsor of Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals. They’ve raised millions of dollars to provide state-of-the-art care, research, and preventative care for children. The efforts of Walmart and Sam’s Club customers, members and associates go a long way to help better the lives of sick kids and families.  Since 1983, Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals has raised more than $4 billion, most of it $1 at a time.

-more-


Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals is an international non-profit organization dedicated to helping children by raising funds and awareness while keeping 100 percent of donations in the community where they are raised.  Children’s Hospital Foundation is a proud affiliate of CMN Hospitals and is dedicated to providing funding for pediatric programs in research, education and clinical care for Oklahoma’s children.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Children’s Hospital Foundation invites all Oklahoma companies to be a part of our CMNH Sponsor Program.  For more information about the Walmart and Sam’s Club Campaign or to get involved in the Sponsor Program, contact Alisha Kaighen, CMN Hospitals Associate Director, at 405. 271.9035 or alisha-kaighen@ouhsc.edu.


# # #
ABOUT US:        	Children’s Hospital Foundation, proud affiliate of Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals, is a nonprofit 501c (3) organization in Oklahoma striving to improve the health of children. Since its inception in 1983, Children’s Hospital Foundation, through its volunteer board and vast community support, has funded pediatric research and education programs including collaborative projects with the OU Department of Pediatrics, the Children’s Hospital at OU Medical Center and the University Hospitals Authority and Trust.  For more information, contact Executive Director, Kathy McCracken at 405.650.1718 or visit our website: www.okchf.org.
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